
How the Companies Were Related

1890 Geo W. Jones Ltd.
founded

1895 Rembrandt Intaglio
Printing founded

1898 Anglo Engraving founded

becomes
1908 Menpes Printing

Mezzogravure Co.
1910 merges into Anglo Engraving

Cassell’s owns
André & Sleigh and Bushey Colour Press

1914 André, Sleigh & Anglo both of which are taken over by Anglo
formed

Ashworth Meredith & Downer
1916 acquired by André, Sleigh & Anglo

which is taken over by 
1918 André, Sleigh & Anglo

operations consolidated 
under the name of 

1919 Sun Engraving

acquired by Sun Engraving
and renamed

1932 Rembrandt Photogravure

1937 printing operations of
W.H. Smith & Son
acquired

printing operations of Sun Engraving 
sold to Hazell, Watson & Viney,

1945 and Sun Printers created 

1948 Sidney Press acquired *

1961 absorbed by Sun Printers

1964 merger with Purnell Group to form the British Printing Corporation (BPC)
of which Sun Printers is a member company

1968 Sun Engraving sold

1981 Robert Maxwell buys controlling interest in BPC; 
changes name to 
British Printing and Communications Corporation (BPCC)

1982–83 Maxwell purchases Odhams and merges it with
Sun Printers to form Odhams-Sun Printers

1989 Odhams/Sun Printers is renamed BPCC Sun Ltd. BPCC is subject to management buy-out, 
after buy-out is renamed BPCC Limited

1990 BPCC Sun Ltd. is renamed 
BPCC Consumer Magazines (Watford) Ltd.

1996 BPCC Consumer Magazines (Watford) Ltd. BPCC Limited (under the name British Printing Company Ltd.) 
is renamed Polestar Watford merges with Watmoughs (Holdings) plc to form Polestar Group

2004 Watford operations closed

NOTE: Scale showing years *The Sun was apparently motivated by the chance
is event-driven, not linear to acquire a large Miehle press assigned to Sidney Press post-war


